
Do my cows need EID (RFID) tags? 

This decision tree follows USDA APHIS Animal Disease Traceability Final Rule regarding Electronic ID 

EID tag required if moving 
across state lines

EID tag required if moving 
across state lines

Are they beef cattle over 18 months of 
age and sexually intact?

YES

Are they dairy cattle of any age? 
EID tag required if moving 

across state lines
EID tag required if moving 

across state lines

Are they cattle of any age to be 
shown or traveling to exhibition?

EID tag required if moving 
across state lines

EID tag required if moving 
across state lines

Are they cattle of any age to be 
used for rodeo or recreational 

events?

EID tag required if moving 
across state lines

EID tag required if moving 
across state lines

Are the cattle tagged after 
November 05, 2024?

Visual only tags applied before November 
05, 2024 will be considered permanent 

official ID for the life of the animal

Visual only tags applied before November 
05, 2024 will be considered permanent 

official ID for the life of the animal
NO

NO

NO

YES

YES

YES

NO

YES

North Carolina Department of Agriculture

and Consumer Services
September 17, 2024

Christina L. Waggett
Assistant Commissioner for 

Consumer Protection

Michael P. Martin, DVM
State Veterinarian

Steve Troxler
Commissioner

Example of a Electronic ID tag (EID) 
Also referred to as a RFID or 840 tag

For more information on EID 

from USDA APHIS

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/
livestock-poultry-disease/
traceability

To order EID tags in NC

Phone: (919) 707-3275

Email: ncfarmid@ncagr.gov


	e847cb37-08ce-411f-9a92-cad45601e341.vsdx
	Page 1


