
Community Conservation Assistance Program 

July 2012, February 2019, May 2024 

Impervious Surface Conversion 

Definition/Purpose 

Impervious surfaces are covered by impenetrable materials such as asphalt, concrete, brick, and stone. 
These materials seal surfaces, repel water and prevent precipitation from infiltrating soils. Removal of 
these impervious materials, when combined with permeable pavement or vegetation establishment, is 
intended to reduce stormwater runoff rate and volume, as well as associated pollutants transported 
from the site by stormwater runoff. 

Policies 

1. Practice must be combined with vegetation establishment or permeable pavement installation.

2. When vegetation is to be established on site, practice should be initiated as closely as possible
to the optimum time for vegetation establishment.

3. Temporary conservation cover must be established within 14 calendar days if permanent
vegetation cannot be established.

4. Vegetation establishment must include proper soil preparation.  Deep tillage using a chisel plow,
ripper or subsoiler may be required to address soil compaction.  Addition and incorporation of
topsoil or organic matter may be necessary for proper seedbed establishment.

5. A Sedimentation and Erosion Control Permit may be required.

6. Removal of impervious surfaces adjacent to waterways should be given funding priority.

7. The impervious surfaces to be converted must have been installed for three years or more to be
eligible for cost share assistance.

8. If the impervious surface (ex. parking lot) is temporary in nature, review the Division of Land
Resources Sediment and Erosion Control Plan and any local ordinances to see if either may
require removal of temporary surfaces or limit the amount of impervious surfaces on the
property.  If the temporary lot is required to be removed or removal is necessary to meet
impervious surface caps, the project is not eligible for cost share assistance.

9. This practice shall not be used to offset the expansion of impervious surfaces on the same
property or property under the control of the same applicant.

IMPERVIOUS SURFACE CONVERSION 

Lifespan 5 years single-family home, 10 years all other properties 

BMP Units SQUARE FEET 

ATTACHMENT 11E



Community Conservation Assistance Program 

July 2012, February 2019, May 2024 

Required 
Effects 

Nutrient reductions (Water quality benefits calculation tool) 

JAA Commission or NRCS JAA for #342 - Critical Area PlantingThere is no JAA for 

impervious surface conversion 
Specifications Chapter 9, CCAP Design Manual 

N.C.  NRCS  Technical  Guide,  Section  IV,  Specifications  #612  (Tree  and Shrub 
 Establishment)   
N.C.  NRCS  Technical  Guide,  Section  IV,  Specifications  #342  (Critical  Area 
 Planting)   

CS2/Reference 
Materials 

• • NC-ACSP-11 Signature Page 
• Map with BMP location and fields 

• Receipts for Actual Costs 

• Receipts Summary form 

Specifications 

Chapter 9, CCAP Design Manual 
https://www.ncagr.gov/SWC/costshareprograms/CCAP/documents/Chapter9-ImperviousRemoval.pdf 

N.C.  NRCS  Technical  Guide,  Section  IV, 
 http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/NC/nc612_12-2011.pdf 

N.C.  NRCS  Technical  Guide,  Section  IV,  )   
http://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/NC/NC342_CriticalArea_04-2014.pdf 

http://www.ncagr.gov/SWC/professional_development/JAA.html
file://///agrplifs02/Shares/DSW/Groups/Everyone/Cost_share_programs/CCAP/BMPs%20Policies,%20standards,%20and%20manual/BMPs%20Policy%20and%20Standards/impervious_surface_conversion/Specifications%20 %23612%20 (Tree%20 and%20Shrub%20 Establishment)%20 
file://///agrplifs02/Shares/DSW/Groups/Everyone/Cost_share_programs/CCAP/BMPs%20Policies,%20standards,%20and%20manual/BMPs%20Policy%20and%20Standards/impervious_surface_conversion/Specifications%20 %23612%20 (Tree%20 and%20Shrub%20 Establishment)%20 
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/NC/documents/section=4&folder=-55
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/#/state/NC/documents/section=4&folder=-55
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