
Stream Debris Removal

Guidance

for StRAP 
(Streamflow Rehabilitation Assistance Program)



The NC General Assembly allotted $38 Million 

to the StRAP program to be proactive to help 

prevent future flooding



One part of StRAP is to assist in protecting and restoring the 

integrity of drainage infrastructure through routine maintenance 

to existing streams and drainageways by removing blockage of 

debris or sediment



From This …..

Turning Drainageways 

Into This



I have stream 
debris to 

remove.  What 
do I take out? 

What do I 
leave? I’m so 

confused!!

Don’t Panic!



.

Here Is a Side by Side of Before and 

After



Trees fallen across the stream, root ball pulled 

up, were cut off and the root ball remains



Do you cut a tree leaning over the creek but the 

roots are secure in the bank? NO!!



Debris To Leave. Submerged logs. Don’t dig 

logs out that are not obstructing flow. They are 

good fish habitat!



Trees that “appear” to have been there awhile 

that are not blocking the flow. Leave them.



Trees Fallen, Not Blocking the Flow.  Leave 

Them!



Beaver Dams Need to be Removed. Trapping 

Needs to Occur or the Beavers Will Return



After the Beaver Dam has Been Removed



Removing 

Woody

Debris is 

not Always  

“Black and 

White” Use 

your best 

Judgement 



Just remember …The after needs to look more 

like this…



And not this!!!



This Guide from the Corps of Engineers is a 

Good Guide on What to Remove



Much of the Work Will be Hand Labor With 

Chainsaws and Wenches



.

And some with heavy equiptment



Deposit the Debris outside the 100 year 

floodplain. 



.

Another  option for debris disposal is to deposit the 

debris, within the 100 yr floodplain,  a minimum of 

30 feet from  the stream bank, cable the debris, 

anchoring it to living trees 



.

Additonal options for debris disposal are 

to chip or burn the debris. Permits and 

liability are the applicant responsibility



Or you can move it to another disposal site 

outside the floodplain



.

After you complete the work, on a creek 

segment, an inspector Representing  the 

Division of Soil and Water will inspect 

the work. If all is good, He/She will sign 

off for the applicant to summit payment



Additional info 
good to Know..

15% of what 
you spend can 

go to 
administrative 

cost

Example: If you 
spent $1000, $150 

could be 
administrative cost



What are examples of 
administrative cost ?

• Equipment for local  
inspector to do inspection, 

such as small boat

• Additional personnel

• Engineering assistance

• Office supplies needed for 
bid packages

If you have an expense in the 
administration of StRAP, and 

you are not sure it will quality, let 
us know and we will evaluate



Each applicant is required to do 
the following:

• Complete & submit application

• Oversee project

• Provide site inspections

• Provide report to include pre & 
post pictures

• Secure contractor as needed

• Secure permits

• Secure access & rights-of-way

• Manage removal material

• Sign off for request for 
payment



Questions?


